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his misfortune.20 The Privy Council had misjudged the depth
of the respect and admiration which the populace had for the
scion of the Howards. To the common people he was the
spirited and generous young nobleman who had inherited the
military ability of his fathers, the brilliant strategist who had
led them in many victorious charges; he was the skilled young
knight who had roused their lusty cheers in the tourney, the
fiery young Hotspur who had dared to use his fists as any self-
respecting Englishman should, the proud young peer who was
not above a lark at night; he was, as well, the personification
of the chivalry of knighthood; handsome, distinguished in
bearing, exacting in dress, brilliant in mind, he was the young
aristocrat whom their King had so often chosen to show what
England could do by way of a man.21
vi. The Privy Council was determined to get evidence of
treason against both Surrey and his father. As soon as the two
prisoners were safely confined in the Tower the Council lost no
time in beginning a thorough investigation. At four o'clock
that same Sunday afternoon John Gate, Sir Richard Southwell,
and Wymond Carew were sent post haste to Norfolk, to seize
and search all the possessions of the Duke of Norfolk and his
son before any of the Howards could be warned of what was
impending.22 By sending a commission so quickly, the Privy
Council hoped to discover evidence of treasonable intentions
which might otherwise be destroyed or hidden.
The commission arrived at Kenninghall before daybreak on
Tuesday, 14 December, bearing the first news of the Duke's
arrest. The Duchess of Richmond and Elizabeth Holland were
ordered to present themselves before the commission immedi-
ately. As soon as they could dress, they did so.
On hearing how the matter stood, the Duchess [of Richmond] was
"sore perplexed, trembling, and like to fall down," but recovering,
she reverently upon her knees humbled herself to the King, saying
that although constrained by nature to love her father (whom she
20 Ckronide of the Grey Friars of London, J. G. Nichols, editor; Camdeu Society
Publications, no. LJUJ. (London, 1852), p. 52.
21 Cf. Bapst, p. 352; Padelford, p. 38.
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